TN MSY NTT 


y 


STORY SO FAR: 


In the early days of the conflict between 


Autobots and Decepticons, both sides 


tried to gain any advantage they could... 


and Thundercracker was part of a team 
seeking an ancient secret... 


(Editor's note: This story takes place after | | J), 
the events of Transformers: Autocracy) 
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ATMOSPHERE 
Jn. ABOUT 


UNUSUALLY 
HEAVY FOR AN 
ASTER 


THAT'S 
FASCINATING. 
REALLY. THIS IS 


IRD 
(26 ©} 
THE SCANNER, 


TOO MUCH 


MANY ALPHA 
PARTICLES... 


AND We HAD NOTHING é 
TO SHOW FoR OUR HUN: 0 


NOTHING BUT A BROKEN 
DATAPAD, A WeleD CHUNK OF 
METAL, A LACK OF RESPECT 
FROM MY COLLEAGUES... 


. Baa : 
s A TITAN. na 


[AND A DESTROYED 
OUTPOST OF SOME 
MISERABLE CIVILIZATION 
WE NEVER BOTHERED TO 
LEARN THE WAME OF. 


GNM “= ANMHILATED IT_ON THE 
WAY IN BECAUSE IT STOOD 
Bi) BETWEEN WS AND OUR GOAL. 


JUST A COSMIC WASTE OF 
RESOURCES, DOOMED BY. 
UNFORTUNATE GEOGRAPHY. 


IT DOESN'T MATTER— 
THE M/SSION MATTERS. 


OnLy THe ESSz4 


THEY WERE AN ANCIENT SPECIES 
OF CYBERTRONIAN—NO MORE 
THAN A LEGEND, REALLY... 


=, WHEN WE TRIED. 


ALPHA TRION. 
MY LEADER, 
Mi 


LAND 
TRION OFFERED 
CONFIRMATION. 


IT.WAS HARD TO BELIEVE. THEY 
WERE SAID TO SERVE PRIMUS 
AND HIS DISCIPLES... 


«CARRYING THEM ACROSS THE 


METROPLEX 


LIVED-AND 


SEARCHING THE GALAXY, 
BECAUSE | HAPPENED TO BE 
THERE WHEN ALPHA TRION 
HAPPENED TO SAY SOMETHING. 


NOT TO SOUND B/TTER, BUT AND WHAT IF IT GAVE 

JEN KIOEODY BUT Me BAW IS SOME KIND OFA QBJECT IS 
SHAT piece OF METAL ON THE ‘ TRAIL TO FOLLOW? EXTREMELY 
GROUND NEXT TO MY DATAPAD. 


1 COMPUTER—BUN 
<:WELL, T MADE SURE A FULL-SPECTRUM 
iOBOBY SAW ME PICK IT 
UIT WAS CYBERTRONIAN— REM CE 
T COULD TELL THAT. 


quantum. 
TUNNELING 
RADIATION 
1S EMANATING 
‘AT A RARE 
uM. WAVELENGTH. 
ANYTHING. 
UNUSUAL? 


THE REST WAS 
QUST A HUNCH 
AND A HOPE. 
WHAT IF THIS. 
WAS SOMETHING 
METROPLEX 
LEFT BEHIND. 


LITTLE TOWO 

LIFE AND AN, 
UNUSUALLY DEWEE 
ATMOSPHERE, GIVEN 
ITS GRAVITATIONAL 
SIGNATURE. 


= REPORT 10 
cONFBNING THe BRIDE 

THUNDERCPACKER SSE DATA, WMEDTELY: © 

WHERE ARE YOU? siz x WAITING. = 


Hl 
| TyIswonT 8 
| PLEASANT... 


MEETINGS. . 


WELL, 
UDGEON THUNDERCRACKER? 
‘ WHAT Dib YOU 
FIND? 4 


TO HIM? 


BUT 1 DO. 
Ch . 
‘STAR SYSTEM c I LiKE THAT. 
WITH SIMILAR 2 : NAVIGATOR — SE: 


i 7 : COURSE TO 
CHARACTERISTICS. ae THINDERCBACKED'S 


TWISH I KNEW 
WHAT THOSE 
DECEPTICONS 
WERE UP TO. 


I WISH Z KNEW 
WHAT MIGHTBEAT 


T CHECK : : THATS A 
THEIR SIGNAL Bie CATCH. 
PROTOCOLS. |T'S 
THe EMEIRION. : 
DESTEOY THAT 
NIBARIAN 
Carpet. 
ANMWAY. 


YOUVE BEEN 
STUDYING, 
BUMBLEBEE. 


BEE, YOU DUST 
SAID We NEED 
REINFORCEMENTS — 


AND WE: 
DON'T HAVE 
ANY. WE'RE. 
130 FAR OUT; 
NoBoDy couLb SETTING. 
BE HERE FOR COURSE, BEE. 
DAYS. TWAS GETTING 
BORED Wit 
NOT GETTING 
SHOT Ay, 
"ANYWAY. 


WE SPENT Day's 
QUANTUM FUMPING. 


DAYS SPENT KNOWING THAT 
If METROPLEX |S REALLY, 
THERE, HiS SPACE BRIDGE 
WOULD MOVE HIM ABOUND 
INWO TIME AT ALL. 


DAYS SPENT WATCHING 
OUR ENERGON 
RESERVES DROPPING... 


AND THINKING OVER AND 
THI LIKE WM 


LYING TO A SUPERIOR 
OFFICER—NOT EVEN 
ALIE OF OMISSION. 


L DIDNT SUST FORGET TO 
TELL BLUDGEON ABOUT THE 
RADIATION SIGNATURE. 
SPECIFICALLY TOLD HIM IT 
DIDN'T EXIST. 


L COMMITTED A CAPITAL 
OFFENSE. THE DECEPTICON 
JUSTICE DIVISION WOULL... 
T DON'T WANT TO /MAGINE 
WHAT THEY'D DO. 


BLUDGEON WAS WITH 
ME WHEN We CAPTURED 
PAX AND TRION... HE'S 
BEEN'ON THIS MISSION 
AS LONG AS Z HAVE. 

HE CAN SMELL DECEIT. 


ANYWAY... TIM A 
DECEPTICON. 
SEEKER. THAT 
IS MY IDENTITY. 


WHAT DO T HOPE 
TO ACCOMPLISH 
BY ACTING Like 
SOMETHING ELSE? 


EAL TUM) 


WE'RE OUT 
OF FOLD- 
SPACE AND 
iN ORBIT. 


Im 
READING A 
RADIOACTIVE 
DECAY THAT. 
CORRESPONDS 
WITHA MID-LEVEL, 
PSUEDO- 
ENERGON... 


TM READING 
SOME 
BIOLOGICAL 


THIS 
PLANETOID 


OF SOMETHING 
WE COULD PROBABLY 
CONSUME. 20-25% AS 

EFFECTIVE AS. 
ACTUAL 
ENERGON. 


THEY MUST BE USING THE PSEUDO- 
ENERGON FOR GEOTHERMIC 
HEATING. WHATS THEI. 
TECHNOLOGY LEVEL? 


LIFE FORMS— 


=IT Looks. 
LIKE A PRIMITIVE. 
CITY CONSTRUCTE! 
DIRECTLY ON TOI 
THE P 
RESERVOIR. PROBABLY 
‘SOME FREIGHTER GOT 
‘STRANDED ON THIS 
ROCK A COUPLE 
GENERATIONS 


AGC 


PERFECT. 
HUNDERCRACKER— 
BLAST YOUR WAY, 

THROUGH THEM AND 
TAKE METROPLEX BY 


SURPRIGE Ie, INDEED, 
IT RESIDES THERE. 


1F 
METROPLEX 
NEEDED TO 
POWER UP 
FOR HIS 
JOURNEY... 


YEAH. AND 
THAT WOULD 
PROBABLY 
TRACT 
EXOTIC 
GASSES. 


IF HE 
USED UP ANOTHER 
RESERVOIR OF PSEUDO- 
NERGON ON THE 
LAST ASTEROID, THIS 
WOULD EXPLAIN ITS 
ATMOSPHERE. 


BLUDGEON— 
SiR— 


WE 
COULD EASILY 
FIND AN 
ALTERNATE 
ROUTE! 


BUT WHY 
WOULD WE 
BOTHER? THEY'RE 
N THE WAY AND 
THEY OFFER WO 
THREAT. 


Go 
THROUGH 
THEM, LEAVE WO 
SURVIVORS. 


] IT'S A MATTER OF 
POLIEY-NO 
SURVIVORS TO GIVE 
INFORMATION TO) 
OUR ENEMIES... 


1O SURVIVORS IN 
GASE THE AUTOBOTS 
COME FOLLOWING. 


THEY'RE IN 
ORBIT ON THE FAR 
‘SIDE OF THIS 
PLANETOID— 


Ll 
A CITY DOWN 
THERE: 
TELLING US 

ANYTHING, 

JETFIRE? 


2 THEY PE 
ENGAGING. 
LOOKS LIKE A 
SEEKER AND 
FOUR—NO. Five 
OTHERS. BL/TZWING, 
T THINK, T DON'T 
KNOW THE 
OTHERS 


AND CHOP 
OP. SOME 


BEE—THEY'RE THEYRE 
GOING TO WiLL 
THOUSANDS 
OF INNOCENT 
BEINGS. 


LLL fy 


GZ 


WHATEVER, 
HAVE 


SETFIRE. 


We're 
DITCHING THE 

SHUTTLE AND 
TAKING ON 


YOU KNOW 


ER FIND US 
‘OUT HERE. 


LD THe ONLY THING I 
CAN- IN FIRST, 
IN LOUD. 


Re YourRS Mo 
z sArIeTiC T THAN 
xeor FoR! 


YOURE 
AREAL 
DECEPTICON 
‘AFTER ALL! 


J eer surrzwinc ano 
THE OTHERS DO 
WHAT THEY WILL. 


ELTER—TO AYOID | 


My COMPANIONS’ GUNS. 


ONLY THE MLNT. 


THUNDERCRACKER 
SEEMS TO BE ON 
THE GROUND, 
THOUGH... 


HERG? 


uNtess 
HE'S FOUND 
A WAY 7 


Me TIAN 
ALREADY. 


OF course. 
sucH A LOYAL 
“SOLDIER. 


L KIDDING? 
ae PaoeaaLy 1g BY 
REASONABLE. 


DECEPTICON WAY 
OF THINEING. 


BLUDGEON 
PROBABLY | 
THINES HES. 
HELPING. 


INITIATE 


O MAI 
ELECTRICAL GENERATOR AND A 


TUNNE 


MGHTBEAT— 
GET Th 

CREATURES TO 
SAFETY! 


US APART! We'ee 
GOING DOWN! 


THE 

EMPERION’S 

STILL FIRING, 
BEE! 


Ais 


gs) oes 


eyes 
TEE 


OKAY, 
DECEPTICONS. 


IT STARTED 
WITH My 2/6. I 
CAUSED THis. 


DOES 
HERE. 
ON & 


IT'S TOO Li 
ENERGON. 


LOW-YIELD, BUT MAYS! 
ENOUGH OF IT COULD 
MOVE A 7/TAN. 


FREEZE, 
THUNDERCRACKER! 
WHAT DO YOU 

THINK YOU'RE 


On, Boy. 
METROPEB R=? 


YOURE JUST 
ANOTHE 
CASUALTY IN A 
UNIVERSE THAT 
DOESNT CARE 
ABOUT YOU IN THE 
SLIGHTEST. 


COULDN": 
LITTLE THOUGHT YOU'D 

exe EEF ove 

SRE OR BA Me 


AND THAT'S WHEN IT 
MADE SENSE. T DIDN'T L/E 
TO BLUDGEON FOR THE 
SAKE OF MY OWN GLORY... 


I LIED BECAUSE I 
DN'T WANT HIM OP HIS 
CREW TO HAVE THI: 


BUT HE MADE THE SACRIFICE 
ANYWAY, F NOT TO SAVE THE 
LIFE OF ANOTHER CREATURE. 

AT LEAST TO NOT ALLOW I 
DEATH TO HAPPEN UNIMPEDED. 


Bile 

THUNDERoRACKER 

TONER ‘Or ache 
aks 3 


AFRIEND. wep) 


GONNA BE 
STUCK HERE 
FOR A’ 
WHILE. 


‘M GOING TO 
BE STUCK WITH 
THIS CREW. TRESEN 

MYSELF TO 


Y THAT's My 
CONCLUSION, 
‘AS WELL. 


BEACON. 


ode Aarosors 
TRACT) 


OULD. 
THUNDERCRACKER... 


DEGEPTICONS DID INITIATE THE 
DISTRESS 
We gereeey BEACON. WEVE NO 
TIME TO WASTE. YOU 
HAVE A BATTLEFRONT 


HOW MANY. 


ee 

bie 

= TO RETURN TO, 
TNS 


<:BUT ON THE 
TWO-HUNDRED-AND- 

FORTY-FIFTH DAY, My 
HUNT FINALLY ENDED. 


THE REST. 
OF US HAVE 
AHUNT 1S 
‘CONTINUE. 


I STILL DON'T EVEN 
KNOW IFT FOUND WHAT 
T WAS LOOKING FO} 


